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The Mother of the Believers (Ummu Abdillah), Hazrat Aa’ishah Radiyallahu Anha narrates
that Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam said,
“He who innovates something in this matter (of the Deen) of ours that is not of it, then it will
be rejected”.
[Saheeh Buhkaari] [Saheeh Muslim]
Another version in Saheeh Muslim reads:
“Whoever does an act which our matter (of Deen) is not (in agreement with) will be rejected
(by Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala)”.

•
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala has perfected, completed and chosen the Deen of Islam
for Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam and his Ummah.
•

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala mentions this in the Noble Qur’aan:

This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion. [Surah Al-Maa’idah 5:3]
•
Since Islam is complete, perfect and clear, there is no need to introduce anything new,
change anything (of it), or add anything unknown (which does not form part of the Deen) to
it.
•
By introducing new beliefs or principles to the Deen, suggests that the Deen has
shortfalls and is incomplete. This is absolutely false.
•

It is for this reason that Imaam Maalik Rahmatullahi Alayh said:

“He who has committed Bid’ah (innovation), has held, that Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi
Wa Sallam has erred in conveying Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala’s commandments”.
•
Shariah has commanded us to hold firmly onto the Qur’aan and Sunnah. In the
commentary of this particular Hadith, Imaam Nawawi Rahmatullahi Alayh and other
scholars have explained, that this Hadith should be memorized and used as a measure to
nullify and combat any innovations in Deen.

•
Just as ‘Innamal a’maalu binniyaat’ (the first Hadeeth of the Arba’een) concentrates
on the inner actions of a person, similarly, this Hadith deals with the outer actions of a
person being in conformity with the Sunnah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam.
•

Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam has mentioned in a Hadith:

“Every Ummati (of mines) will enter Jannah except those who refuse”.
The Sahaabah (Radhiallahu Anhum) asked: “O Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam)
Who refuses?”
He (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) said:
“He, who obeys me will enter Jannah, and the one who disobeys me is the one who refuses
to enter Jannah”.
[Saheeh Buhkaari]

| DEFINITION OF BID’AH |
What is Bid’ah?
An innovation (bid’ah) is an act or belief which does not have its origin/evidence in the
Qur’aan, Sunnah or in the glorious era of the Sahaabah Radhiallahu Anhum and Taabi’een
and is done with the intention of gaining reward and is regarded to be as part of Deen.

| BID’AH ~ INNOVATIONS |
•
There are various forms of Bid’ah (innovations) that are ‘introduced’ or ‘innovated’ to
the religion of Islam.
•
Very many un-Islamic practices take place in the ‘name of Islam’, with specific dates
set aside celebrating births, deaths, wedding occasions etc.
•
Identifying virtuous days with various types of worship which have not been
established are all part of Bid’ah.
•
Ulema have mentioned from various narrations, that when a person involves himself
in Bid’ah (innovation), then in reality, he deprives himself of practising upon the Sunnah.
Hasan Basri Rahmatullahi Alayh mentioned:
“Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala does not accept the fasting, Salaah, Hajj nor the Umrah, of an
innovator until he abandons (leaves) the innovation”.
Ibn Al-Qayyim Rahmatullahi Alayh mentioned:
“Those hearts that are pre-occupied with innovations (in Deen), they turn away from the
Sunnah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam.”

| SUMMARY OF THE HADITH |
•
An act is clearly part of the religion of Islam if it has acceptable evidence for it in the
Qur’aan, Sunnah, consensus and what can be derived from those sources.
•
If an act is inconsistent with the Qur’aan and Sunnah it is void and worthless. The act
will be rejected by Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala. It will bear no reward.
•
The one who introduces such an innovation and the one who practices it later are all
equal in having their innovation rejected.

